
 

 

Living Out God’s Vision! 
CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, 

discover purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

Day 1, Sunday, August 6th —Make a Difference Globally 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and 

release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow 

on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of 
praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD 

for the display of his splendor. They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long 
devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 

Isaiah 61:1-4 NIV 
 
 Over the past few years as I’ve lived in Guatemala, I have seen the broken, the poor, the 
grieving, the mourning. They live in darkness and they are right around me. They come from loss, from 
abuse, from neglect. They have experienced death and lived in darkness.  
 I live among children who initially arrive as captives to the darkness. Yet over time, I see them 
encounter this Sovereign LORD. They find freedom. They grow into oaks, with deep roots that are firmly 
planted and not easily shaken. It is amazing what God can do in a life. It may seem impossible to dive 
into this mission. How are we, mere humans, supposed to proclaim this good news to the poor?  How 
are we to bind up the brokenhearted and proclaim freedom for the captives?   
 The first verse of this passage is clear. Our God calls. Our God anoints. Our God empowers. Our 
God sends. And if God is calling and sending, He is sure to anoint and empower!  Do not be fearful of the 
mission at hand. Our God is able and He is using us to broaden His kingdom here on Earth - out in your 
community, in your city, in your nation, and around the world!   
 God cares about the poor, the brokenhearted, the imprisoned, the grieving, and the mourning. 
However, it is not just here in Guatemala. It is all around us in every nation, every town, every city. In 
Luke: 4, Jesus himself states He is the fulfillment of this scripture!     
 Jesus has already fulfilled it. He has proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor. Jesus has already 
paid the ultimate sacrifice so that we may be united with Christ. God continues to reconcile all the hurt 
and pain across the world due to our brokenness.   
 Over the years that I have been here, I have seen many come to serve the poor and the broken 
in this place. They have come bringing this amazing love of Jesus that have helped little oaks of 
righteousness grow among the children and staff here. However, the amazing miracle I also see is that 
among their service they also receive the LORD’s favor and grow as oaks themselves. It is amazing what 
God can do in a life – these orphans and yours.  
 
 God, I thank you for being such a loving Father!  A Father that uses us for the work of your 
kingdom even despite our inadequacies. Thank you Lord for calling us into the world to proclaim your 
great Name and that you are the One that reconciles all things. You care for the broken, the hurting, and 
the ones in darkness. Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, so that we may have grace and salvation. In 
your Son Jesus’s name we pray. Amen.  

Sarah Bollinger 
 


