
 

 

Living Out God’s Vision! 
CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, 

discover purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

Day 11, Wednesday, August 16th —Experience God 

While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogues house, saying to him, "Your 
daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher." But when Jesus heard it, He answered him saying, "Do not 
be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” When He came into the house, He permitted no one to 
go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for 
her; but He said, "Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping." And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she 

was dead. But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, "Little girl, arise."  
Luke 8:49–54 

 

 Take a moment and imagine being in that room. Image the sorrow and brokenness and doubt. Even 
after the command to not be afraid and even after Jesus tells them not to weep because she is not dead but 
sleeping, they (and quite possibly even His disciples) ridicule Him.  
 But watch what Jesus does next. “…He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, 
“Little girl, arise.” 
 There is such a small detail here that is easy to overlook. In fact, it’s not even mentioned in all 
translations. Jesus sends everyone else outside. In that moment, all that mattered to Jesus, was holding the 
hand of the little girl and calling from His spirit to hers, from Creator to creation, saying, “Little girl, arise.” If 
you have ever felt like God is just too far away or out of reach, picture this scene. We are shown an intimate, 
personal, loving God, who knows us by name and desires nothing more than to walk with us, hold our hand, 
and call each of us back to life.  
 When we think about experiencing God, let’s take just a moment to look at the first thing Jesus says 
in this passage: “Do not be afraid.” When we dive into the Word, there’s a common theme in terms of 
barriers to experiencing God and living in all the fullness and freedom of God’s promises: Fear. There’s a 
reason “Do not fear” and similar variations are the most common command in all of scripture - seems like 
God knows a thing or two about the human mind and heart. We fear how our lives may change if we truly 
surrender our lives to Christ. We fear our sins are too great, or our faith is too little. We fear how it will 
impact our relationships, our 5-year plans, our reputation, our ability to control outcomes. Or perhaps we 
even fear and doubt whether it’s worth it to follow Jesus in the way He demands because the costs and risks 
seem just too high.  
 I want to encourage you. The Gospels show us the collision points where people, not unlike you and 
me, who were sick, condemned, broken, afflicted or dead, come face to face with Jesus and are radically 
transformed, healed, forgiven, made whole and brought back to life. As willing as Jesus was to do this for 
them, he is willing and waiting to do this for you and me. Will you let Him? And when Jesus says, “…Very truly 
I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the Father,” will you believe Him? 

 

 Jesus, there is nothing worthwhile apart from you. You are so worthy of all glory. Holy Spirit, convict 
us of this truth. Reveal to us whatever keeps us from not only following you, but from experiencing you and 
glorifying you in exactly the way you designed. Break every chain that keeps us captives. Remove every barrier 
that keeps us from experiencing your life-giving freedom. Just like you brought that little girl back to life so 
many years ago, bring us to life again, as individuals, as families, as a community, as the church both locally 
and globally, so that your Kingdom may come to earth, your will would be done, and we would experience 
Heaven here on Earth. In your precious name. Amen. 
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