
 

 

Living Out God’s Vision! 
CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, 

discover purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

 
Day 21, Saturday, August 26th —Make a Difference Locally 

 
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more 
than these?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ Again Jesus 

said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’ The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all 

things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 
John 21:15-17 

 
 I am really good at making simple things complicated. Perhaps you can relate? God knows, in my 
heart of hearts, I desire to make a difference for Him in the world. However, I often feel overwhelmed or 
undeserving of such a task. It’s so easy to get caught up in my own stuff and to think—one day, I will 
really make a difference in God’s kingdom when I __________. We can all easily fill in that blank with 
different things—when I get my act together, when I overcome this addiction, when the kids are grown, 
when I have a different job. 
 I love this passage, because Jesus makes it so simple. I’m sure Peter, at this point, must’ve felt 
incredibly undeserving of Jesus’ love. After all Jesus had done for him, he denied Him. Three times! But 
you know what is beautiful in this passage? Knowing Peter’s failure, Jesus lovingly dissipated all Peter’s 
shame with three questions and commands. “Do you love me, Peter? Then, feed my sheep.”  
 Jesus didn’t think twice about sending Peter out to make a difference in the world. Peter 
probably felt like he needed to prove himself or take a timeout while he got his life back together. He 
probably felt like the other apostles would do a better job. But Jesus didn’t care about all that; he just 
wanted to know if Peter loved Him. He got to the heart of the matter. 
 It’s really that simple. Our response to God’s extravagant love for us should be—to love Him and 
to feed his sheep. Notice Jesus did not say to clean up the dirty sheep. Just to feed them. To take care of 
their most basic need. We love Him by caring for others. In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest 
commandment; and the second is, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 Every day, we all come in contact with many different people. We may wake up in the morning 
feeling like it’s just another day to go to the same old job, take care of active little ones at home, or run 
errands around town. Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s 
purpose that prevails.” As a child of God, our steps are ordered by the Lord. There are no chance 
meetings. Every person we come in contact with was placed there by God Himself. Let’s pray today that 
God gives us eyes to see the sheep that need a Shepherd. Our job is just to love them. God does the 
rest. 
 Dear Lord, We are humbled by your extravagant love for us. We love you, and want to be a 
tangible expression of your love to others. Give us eyes to see the people all around us who so 
desperately need your love. May your purpose prevail in our lives today. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Meredith Bailey 




