
 

 

Sharing God’s Abundance in Love! 
CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, 

discover purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

Day 15—Sunday, January 21st 
Prayer Focus—MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 

Abundant Generosity 
 

Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who 
receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who receives a 

righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward. And 
whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to 

you, he will by no means lose his reward.” 
Matthew 10:40-42 (ESV) 

  This week, our theme shifts to generosity. When I first think about generosity, I tend to think of 
giving (time, talent, treasure), realizing that what we have has been given from our generous Father. 
However, I love how he uses this verse to stretch our view of generosity with others from a 1-way, 
outward action (giving, hospitality) to 2-directional – how we receive Him through one another.  

This passage ends the chapter where Jesus is sending out his 12 disciples, giving them authority 
to heal every illness and cast out evil spirits, in His name. As he instructs and warns them, he ends with 
this generous encouragement. The assurance of God’s grace and faithfulness. It’s almost as if he is 
saying, you go as me… Wow! 

As we encounter and receive one another in ministry and life, he shows us that we can extend 
welcome, hospitality, receive one another abundantly even when we don’t have much by worldly 
standards: with a cup of water… to refresh the body… a smile… a life-giving word…. to refresh the heart, 
soul, and spirit. That in opening our doors – of our homes or our heart and mind to one of his children 
that we indeed receive him! His response is a Father’s joy as he rewards his child—that we might build 
up rather than tear down another’s spirit.  

When initially reading this verse, I was tempted to put myself in the middle. (Receive me!) I 
remember as a little girl, when I was in conflict with one of my sisters, a classmate or friend, I would 
wonder (to myself or Mom), “why can’t they just be nice to me if I’m nice to them?!” As we follow Jesus 
and live in step with his spirit and word, we may at times find ourselves left outside, judged, rejected 
when doing something in his name. How tempting to use Scripture to prove or justify ourselves: “See?!! 
Be nice! (You’ll even be rewarded!)” But it’s not about us. It’s about Jesus, about God, and our humble 
dependence in loving from a place of his generous privilege–regardless of which end we find ourselves 
on! 

Gracious God, you are holy and mighty and you equip us generously to share your truth and 
love in a world that knows much brokenness and pain. Thank you - that you would find it your joy to 
forgive us, heal us, and let your love, peace, and joy flow through us to others. Thank you for showing 
us how to receive others as you. We pray for our MOPS ministry that connects moms as they strive to 
speak life into their children and help them know you. Lord, help us see each person—particularly 
those we serve and receive in ministry and life—with your eyes, your heart, guided by Your spirit that 
lives in us… the fruit of which is love, joy, peace, patience kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. May we show generosity as we love one another. In Jesus name. Amen  
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