
 

 

Sharing God’s Abundance in Love! 
CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, discover 

purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

Day 17—Tuesday, January 23, 2018 
Prayer Focus—Missions (Local) 

Abundant Generosity 
 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 

you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King 
will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

Matthew 25:34-40 (ESV) 
  
 We are a blessed people. God always meets our needs. We should give God praise every day! 
 

It is pretty clear from today’s scripture that we, as Christ’s followers, are to reach out to the needy. Why 
is this so important to Jesus? I always knew he wanted me to care for those in need. He teaches this in his Word 
but I recently read something that jumped out at me. When Jesus walked this earth, he experienced a lot of the 
very same conditions he refers to in these scriptures. He was hungry, he was thirsty, he was a stranger, he was 
naked, and he was imprisoned. He knew exactly what it felt like to live these conditions. However, he was 
always caring for those in need—providing food to others (Jesus feeding the 5,000), healing the sick (the woman 
with the bleeding disorder), or raising the dead (the raising of Lazarus). Of course, Jesus gave much more of 
himself; these are only a few examples. 

There are a lot of needy people in the world, and we come in contact with them every day. It’s easy to 
give a monetary contribution to those in need. If someone needs food, money or clothes, it’s pretty easy to help, 
isn’t it? How about other forms of giving? How about that neighbor who is elderly and alone? How about the 
widow down the street? How about the single man or woman who comes to church? How about your 
neighbor’s son who got in a little trouble and has to serve a period of time in jail? Could I go visit my neighbor to 
see how he or she is doing? Can I cut my widow neighbor’s lawn? Can I go visit the young man in jail? I believe it 
is clear in these verses that Jesus is talking about much more than giving of our finances. It’s about giving of 
ourselves, giving our time, and showing the person that we care for them and we are there for them. Jesus says 
in verse 40, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” We are 
to treat our fellow man as Jesus would treat them. We are to give of ourselves just as he gave of himself. We 
know that he gave the ultimate gift for every one of us—his life. How far would we go for our neighbor in need? 

The Bible tells us in Proverbs 19:17: “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward 
them for what they have done.” 

Father, we thank you for your abundant love and grace. Please help us be aware of those in need 
around us. Please help us always remember that we are missionaries here in our own city and state. Thank 
you for our CtK ministries and opportunities you provide us to give of ourselves each day. Please help us be 
your hands and feet to those around us. In your Son’s precious name, I pray, Amen. 

 Lisa Feazell 


