
 

 

CtK exists to connect all people to the life-giving message of Jesus, as we experience God, find freedom, 
discover purpose, and make a difference in our world. 

 

Thrive! 

Week 3—With the World 

 

Day 16—January 21, 2019 

Thrive in My Neighborhood 

 
 

The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 
replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he 

was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead 
beside the road. “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he 

crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over and 
looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. “Then a despised 

Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to 
him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he 
put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next 
day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill 
runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ “Now which of these three would 
you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. The man 

replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 
Luke 10:29-37 NLT 

 
 Jesus, thank you for your perfect compassion and mercy for us, as we surely do not 
deserve it. You know it is our nature to keep walking, overlooking so much need: those who are 
homeless, fatherless, motherless, those broken with grief and illness, those stuck in cycles of 
poverty and those who simply do not know you. You make it possible for us to be completely 
healed, restored and renewed. You accept us as we are, and through your sacrifice, change us 
into who we should be—sons and daughters of God. How can we respond to this except to go 
and do the same—sacrificing our time, our convenience, and our possessions for our neighbors; 
showing them compassion and mercy? Fill me with your compassion. Fill me with your mercy. 
Show me who I need to sacrifice for. Fill our church with your Spirit to act on the behalf of those 
we see around us, all for the glory of your most holy name. Amen. 

 
Philip Brooks  


